
Harp Retreat  2022- Newsletter #1 

Harp Weekend 2022 
Well! We have 20 keen harpers - I needed 25 to break even, but I'm not going to cancel it, I'll just keep fingers crossed 
that everyone can attend and maybe we can attract a few more people! 
 
I learnt a few years back that this is the easiest way to get all the information out to people – in the form of a newsletter 
that then gets attached to the Harp Retreat page on my website – you can go back there to collect the information if you 
need to find it before asking me.  People who are late joining can also see the older newsletters I send which makes it 
easier for me rather than resending information.  It may get repeated or adjusted a little bit here (particularly in pandemic 
times as we keep learning new rules and regs to keep us safe) so do double check if anything looks out of date. 

Apologies – it looks huge – there is a lot of information on here that your harpie – if it is not you – will need – please give 
them a copy so they know about music etc. It’s really tricky when we get an unaccompanied child who knows nothing 
about what’s happening at the Retreat. They don’t need to know the info on page one, but page two onwards is relevant 
to whomever is attending! 

Camp Fees: 

I apologise – the costings table looks confusing!!  

There is one price for harpists and one for non-harpist…. and ….. there is one price for those who want cabin 
accommodation and a different one for those who choose dormitory accommodation.   

There is also one price for those who want the book we will be learning from (you all must have a copy, but you can buy 
your own if you wish) and a different price if you have it already. 

You can buy the “Technical Exercises for Harp” book here https://www.ailierobertson.com/harp-music-shop, or you can 
include it in your Harp Retreat bundle for $38 – it will be printed and bound for you. 

 Camp fee Dorm 
Accom 

Cabin 
Accom 

Food Tuition  Subtotal Book Total 

Harpist 
 

$40 $50  $70 $80 $230  $230 
$40  $70 $70 $80 $250  $250 

Harpist 
 

$40 $50  $70 $80 $230 $38 $268 
$40  $70 $70 $80 $250 $38 $288 

Family member 
 

$50 $50  $70  $170  $170 
$50  $70 $70  $190  $190 

 

Please pay  online into            Harp Events  BNZ       02-0184-0006529-07.    Due 4th February 

It you could put your family name or harper’s name in the reference, and send me an email to let me know you have paid.    

Please note  payments are  usually non-refundable, well, they have been in the past – let’s just say if you have to cancel, 
they are non-refundable, but if WE have to cancel due to pandemic times, everything will be refunded aside from the cost 
of the book, which I am pre-ordering for you and you will use regardless) and some or all of the camp fee depending on 
how the venue deals with late cancellations. As long as we have not pre purchased food, we will reimburse you for that, 
or come to some arrangement if we have pre-purchased food!  It’s tricky and challenging to guess how this might all go – 
bear with!!). But on that note – I think we will be safe to go ahead and will have an absolute blast! 

Here is the link to the Harp Retreat registration form – please fill it in when you pay so I have all the correct information 
in one place!  Due ASAP so we can start sorting accommodation and catering! 

 

 

 

 



Some more detailed information: 

Accommodation – that’s where you sleep for two nights! …. either in the dormitories (up to 10 people) or small cabin (1 
or 2/3 people).  There are a limited number of cabins and once they are booked, the remainder of people will share the 
dormitories, regardless of their preference. The cabins book fast so don’t delay if you have a preference. In saying that, 
we are a smaller number this time, so no-one should have to share if they don’t want to! 

Food –   Dinner Friday evening (it will be something re-heatable if you are late) 
 Breakfasts and lunches Saturday/Sunday, Saturday dinner  
 Snacks, and hot and cold drinks (no-one ever goes hungry at Harp Retreat!) 
 
We know we will be catering for all food preferences, and can do so without a fuss, as long as we know what your 
preferences are.  Meals will be along the lines of ‘build your own’ with the basis of a meal being vegan and gluten free, 
with the additions (meat, cheese, bread etc) being the added extras that you can choose to have on or leave off your 
plate. 
 
One difference this year is that you will be completely responsible for your eating equipment – there will be a table set 
aside to store it on – you need to bring a bag to store it in. You can use a set of eating equipment (bowl, cup, dinner plate, 
cutlery) from the camp kitchen or you can choose to bring your own. Please bring your own tea towel as you are 
responsible for cleaning and drying your own eating equipment. 
 
Our Camp Mama is the lovely Rosie Horsley. I’ve known Rosie forever! And she is one of my favourite people – she’s also 
very used to catering for people as prior to the closing of our borders,  she was Camp Mama for international students 
coming to NZ to study our flora, fauna and traditional ways as they travelled up and down the country.  That she has a 
broken hand at the moment will be no obstacle – she will have able bodied helpers in the form of my sons – Jamie (19) 
and Oliver (17) – yes, Jamie, Oliver will be in the kitchen too!  They are old hands at Harp Retreat – attending from an age 
when they were too young to have a choice! 
 
Tuition – We will be offering harp workshops through the day for beginners and intermediate/advanced students, either 
with Gustavo Beaklini or myself.  As we have smaller numbers this year I’m looking to create a timetable once we know 
who has confirmed to be there, and tailor it to the harpies.  It will include big group lessons/small group lessons on 
technique, arranging music, playing in an ensemble and whatever else bubbles up to the surface at the time. 

Music 
Please make sure your harpist knows what the expectation regarding music is!!!  There is no printer/computer at Harp 
Retreat, and things aren’t as much fun if you are sightreading when everyone else knows what they are doing!!! 
 
Attached to the email is the music that we have been using at the last few gatherings, so some of you have it already.  
Please have a play through before you get there - we won't be 'learning' these pieces at harp retreat (as they have all 
been done before) but will hopefully have opportunities to play them in unison, at speed (no mercy for those who think 
they don't need to practice in advance) as we know how much fun it is to play along together!!! Keep these tunes (some 
of us have a harp gatherings folder) for future events. 
 
There is also one new tune sheet, and MP3 attached which I would like EVERYONE to be able to get their fingers around. 
It's the skeleton. It’s the very basics of Eleanor Plunket by Turlough O'Carolan.  It's debatable, but I think it's his most well-
known tune and its gorgeous, and we should all know how to play it. (That’s just my point of view!)  
 
There is a guide sheet about the tunes so you can find more details there! 
 
The book entitled “Technical Exercises for Harp” is something that you will get years of work out of – it’s not that it’s 
sooooo difficult, it just has a lot of offer us at every level we are at. We can all afford to slow down and really examine 
what our hands are doing, and listen to the tone of each string plucked – it’s not a waste of time – it’s an investment in 
our harping that we often forget is important. 
 
Free Time 
The beach is handy (it’s a drive away and the young adults often take the kids for a romp on Saturday afternoon), we’re 
nestled up against the bush … we light the BBQ and can toast marshmallows etc, there is a little creek running through 
the camp, and often (believe it or not) harpies just want to sit around and harp on! 


